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chiefly with fishing. It is famous as the
supposed place to which Saint John was
exiled and where he wrote the Fourth Gos-
pel. The island belongs to Italy. Popula-
tion, about 4,000.
PATNA, british india, is the capital of
the province c£ Bihar and is situated on the
banks of the Ganges, some 300 miles north-
west of Calcutta. The Indian quarter, with
its domed mosques and minarets, presents a
striking appearance from the river bank, and
is now being developed out of the congested
and dirty city it once was. The high court
and legislative chamber, the secretariat and
other government offices have set an example
followed elsewhere with alacrity since the
town became the capital. By reason of its
central position and natural advantages, the
city is an important business center. Popu-
lation, 1931, 159,690.
PATRIARCH, pcftre ark, in Hebrew his-
tory, the father and head of a family or
tribe, specifically Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
and the rulers of the Twelve Tribes. The
patriarchal office was hereditary. In the
time of Christ the term was applied to the
president of the Sanhedrin, the highest gov-
ernmental body in Syria and Judea. In
the early Christian Church the bishops of
Rome, Constantinople, Antioch and Jerusa-
lem were called patriarchs. The patriarch
of Rome in tune became the supreme pontiff
of the Roman Catholic Church, with the title
of Pope.
PATRICIAN, pa tristian, a word derived
from the Latin pater (father), applied in an-
cient Rome to citizens whose forefathers were
Romans, therefore persons of pure, unmixed
blood and consequent social and political
standing. This class was distinct from the
plebeians, members of conquered tribes who
had been brought to Rome, and their de-
scendants.
PATRICK, saot (396-469), the patron
saint of Ireland. It is believed that he was
born near the site of what is now Dumbarton,
Scotland. At the age of sixteen he was
taken captive to Ireland, but after six years
he escaped. Peeling himself called to abol-
ish paganism from the land of his captiv-
ity, he studied for the ministry, was con-
secrated bishop of Ireland, and began his
missionary work there in 432. It is said that
he founded 300 churches in the island and
baptized more than 12,000 converts. Patrick
left an autobiography which lie called a Con-
 fession, but it was more psychologic than
historic, and the known facts of his life are
few. Legend says he drove the snakes out of
Ireland, and that he worked miracles. "Saint
Patrick's Day/' the seventeenth of March, is
celebrated by the Irish people throughout the
world.
PATRONS OP HUSBANDRY. See
political parties ik the united states.
1 PATROON' SYSTEM, the plan adopted by
the Dutch West India Company for the
colonization of New Netherlands, now New
York state, by which any member of the
company could gain possession of a tract of
land sixteen miles long on any one side of
a river or bay, establishing there within four
years a colony consisting of fifty persons
over fifteen years of age. The evil of this
system was soon apparent, for the proprietor,
or patroon, developed the power of a feudal
lord, which resulted in a typical landed
aristocracy. The system was gradually
changed to remove its most objectionable fea-
tures, although many of the estates thus
created endured well into the nineteenth cen-
tury. See vast restsselaer, stephen.
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PATTI, patee, adelika maria cloristda
(1843-1919), one of the world's greatest so-
pranos. She was born in Madrid, Spain, of
an ^ Italian father and Spanish mother, and
emigrated to America when very youn$.
Her first instruc-
tion in music was
received from her
b r o t h e r-in-1 a w,
Maurice Strakosch,
and her first stage
appearance was
made in New York
in the opera Lucia,
when she was six-
teen years old. Two
years later she made
her London debut, abelina patti
and at once her rare gifts were recognized.
She sang in all the great European centers
and attained almost incredible popularity.
In 1868 she married Marquis de Caux, whom
she divorced in 1883. Subsequently she mar-
ried the tenor Nicolini, and a year after his
death, in 1899, married Baron Cederstront.
In her last years she lived on her estate of
Craig-y-Nos, in Wales. After 1911 Madame
Patti did not make publie concert tours,
PAUL, the name of five Popes of the Ro-
man Catholic Church,

